CHRISTIAN UNITY:
ONE BREAD - ONE BODY

» AS CHRISTIANS, WE ARE MEMBERS TOGETHER
OF ONE BODY

» THE ENTIRE BODY PARTAKES OF, AND IS
NOURISHED BY ONE LOAF

» JESUS IS THE (ONLY) LIFE-GIVING BREAD

» THE BODY FUNCTIONS BEST WHEN EACH
MEMBER DOES ITS PART

+ PROPER UNITY REQUIRES:
» Doctrinal agreement
» Like-mindedness
= Common purpose
= Absence of divisions
» Each member doing his part
» Suffering/rejoicing together

= Sharing God’s provision

NOTE: See separate study entitled “  After Salvation: Sanctification

Partakers of the one (and only) Living Bread

1Co 10:17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for
we all partake of the one loaf.

Jn 6:33-35a  For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and
gives life to the world." **"Sir," they said, "from now on give us this
bread." **Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life.
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Jn 6:48-51

| am the bread of life. “*Your forefathers ate the manna in the
desert, yet they died. *°But here is the bread that comes down
from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. *!| am the living
bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread,
he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which | will give for the
life of the world."

Many parts, many members:; one body

1Co 12:12-20

Rom 12:4-5

Eph 4:3-6

Eph 4:16

Eph 4:25

Col 3:15

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and
though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with
Christ. **For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body-
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-and we were all given the
one Spirit to drink. **Now the body is not made up of one part but
of many. *°If the foot should say, "Because | am not a hand, | do
not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be
part of the body. °And if the ear should say, "Because | am not
an eye, | do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason
cease to be part of the body. *'If the whole body were an eye,
where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an
ear, where would the sense of smell be? *®But in fact God has
arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he
wanted them to be. *°If they were all one part, where would the
body be? #°As it is, there are many parts, but one body.

Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these
members do not all have the same function, °so in Christ we who
are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the
others.

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond
of peace. “There is one body and one Spirit- just as you were
called to one hope when you were called- ®one Lord, one faith,
one baptism; ®one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all.

From him the whole body, joined and held together by every
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each
part does its work.

Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully
to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.

Absence of divisions

1Co 1:10

POS13a-Page20of3 -

| appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no
divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind
and thought.
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1Co 12:25-27 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts

Mk 9:50

Like-mindedness: common doctrine and purpose; unity

should have equal concern for each other. ?°If one part suffers,
every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices
with it. ?’Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a
part of it.

"Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty
again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with each other.”

in Christ

Phl 2:1-2

Eph 4:13

2Co 13:11

Col 2:2a

Act 4:32

Rom 15:5-7

(Rom 14:13

1Co 3:8a
1Th 5:13b
1Pe 3:8

Ps 133:1
Jn 17:20-23
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If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if
any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any
tenderness and compassion, “then make my joy complete by
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and
purpose.

until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure
of the fullness of Christ.

Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal,
be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will
be with you.

My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in
love,

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that
any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything
they had.

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you
a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, °so
that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Accept one another, then, just as Christ
accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.

Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead,
make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in
your brother's way.)

The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose,
Live in peace with each other.

Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be
sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.
How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!
"My prayer is not for them alone. | pray also for those who will
believe in me through their message, *'that all of them may be
one, Father, just as you are in me and | am in you. May they also
be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. %I
have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be
one as we are one: | in them and you in me. May they be
brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me
and have loved them even as you have loved me.
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