The Resurrection of Jesus
Christianity’s Hingepin
Without it, we are hopeless in our faith
NOTE: See separate study entitled “God’s Salvation Plan.”

The warnings/predictions/claims of Jesus
Jn 13:19
Mt 16:21

Mt 17:22-23

Mt 20:17-19

Lk 9:22

Mt 17:9

Jn 2:18-21

Jn 5:20-21

Jn 11:25-26

"I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will
believe that I am He.
From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised
to life.
When they came together in Galilee, he said to them, "The Son of Man is
going to be betrayed into the hands of men. 23They will kill him, and on the
third day he will be raised to life." And the disciples were filled with grief.
Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside
and said to them, 18"We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will
be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will
condemn him to death 19and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked
and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!"
And he said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the
third day be raised to life."
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, "Don't tell
anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the
dead."
Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to
prove your authority to do all this?" 19Jesus answered them, "Destroy this
temple, and I will raise it again in three days." 20The Jews replied, "It has
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three
days?" 21But the temple he had spoken of was his body.
For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your
amazement he will show him even greater things than these. 21For just as the
Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom
he is pleased to give it.
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me
will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and believes in me will
never die. Do you believe this?"
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The historical record; witnessed proof
Jn 12:9-11

Jn 12:17-18

Mt 27:52-53

Lk 24:1-8

Mt 28:1-10

Jn 20:18-20

Lk 24:13-15

Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came,
not only because of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from
the dead. 10So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11for on
account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their
faith in him.
Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and
raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 18Many people,
because they had heard that he had given this miraculous sign, went out to
meet him.
The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died
were raised to life. 53They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus'
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the
spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2They found the stone rolled
away from the tomb, 3but when they entered, they did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. 4While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in
clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5In their fright the
women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them,
"Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6He is not here; he has risen!
Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7'The Son of
Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the
third day be raised again.'" 8Then they remembered his words.
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 2There was a violent earthquake, for
an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled
back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his
clothes were white as snow. 4The guards were so afraid of him that they
shook and became like dead men. 5The angel said to the women, "Do not be
afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6He is not
here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.
7
Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is
going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you."
8
So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran
to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They
came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them,
"Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see
me."
Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!"
And she told them that he had said these things to her. 19On the evening of
that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you!" 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and side.
The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem. 14They were talking with each other about
everything that had happened. 15As they talked and discussed these things
with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them;
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Lk 24:33-48

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven
and those with them, assembled together 34and saying, "It is true! The Lord
has risen and has appeared to Simon." 35Then the two told what had
happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he
broke the bread. 36While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood
among them and said to them, "Peace be with you." 37They were startled and
frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38He said to them, "Why are you
troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39Look at my hands and my
feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones,
as you see I have." 40When he had said this, he showed them his hands and
feet. 41And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he
asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?" 42They gave him a piece of
broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate it in their presence. 44He said to them,
"This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled
that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms."
45
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He
told them, "This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead
on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in
his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these
things.
Lk 24:50-51 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands
and blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken
up into heaven.
Mt 28:16-17a Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had
told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him;
Jn 21:1-14
Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It
happened this way: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together.
3
"I'm going out to fish," Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with
you." So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught
nothing. 4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did
not realize that it was Jesus. 5He called out to them, "Friends, haven't you any
fish?" "No," they answered. 6He said, "Throw your net on the right side of the
boat and you will find some." When they did, they were unable to haul the net
in because of the large number of fish. 7Then the disciple whom Jesus loved
said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the
Lord," he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and
jumped into the water. 8The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net
full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9When
they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some
bread. 10Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish you have just caught."
11
Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large
fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them,
"Come and have breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are
you?" They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to
them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third time Jesus
appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.
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Act 1:3

Act 1:8b-9

Act 1:21-22

Act 2:32
Act 3:15-16

Act 5:30-32

Act 10:39-40

Act 13:29-31

1Co 15:3-8

After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of
forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth." 9After he said this, he was taken up before their very
eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the
whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from John's
baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must
become a witness with us of his resurrection."
God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.
You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are
witnesses of this. 16By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and
know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through
him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.
The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead-whom you had killed by
hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and
Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. 32We
are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given
to those who obey him."
"We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in
Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him
from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen.
When they had carried out all that was written about him, they took him down
from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30But God raised him from the dead,
31
and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with him from
Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people.
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to
Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6After that, he appeared to more than five
hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though
some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the
apostles, 8and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.

Belated recognition/realization/understanding
Jn 12:16

At first his disciples did not understand all this. (The triumphal entry) Only after
Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about
him and that they had done these things to him.
Jn 14:28a, 29 "You heard me say, 'I am going away and I am coming back to you.' … 29I
have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will
believe.
Jn 2:22
After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said.
Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.
Lk 24:9-11
When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven
and to all the others. 10It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11But they did
not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.
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Jn 20:9

(They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the
dead.)
Jn 20:14
At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not
realize that it was Jesus.
Lk 24:16, 25-27, 30-31 but they were kept from recognizing him. … 25He said to them, "How
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
spoken! 26Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his
glory?" 27And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to
them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. … 30When he
was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to
give it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and
he disappeared from their sight.
Mk 16:11-14 When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did not
believe it. 12Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while
they were walking in the country. 13These returned and reported it to the rest;
but they did not believe them either. 14Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as
they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn
refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen.
Jn 20:24-28 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!"
But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it."
26
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, "Peace be with you!" 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here;
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting
and believe." 28Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!"
Mt 28:16-17 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had
told them to go. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.

The immediate dissemination of the event and its significance
Act 4:2
Act 4:10

Act 4:33
Act 13:32-37

Act 17:2-3

They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people
and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead.
then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead,
that this man stands before you healed.
With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.
"We tell you the good news: What God promised our fathers 33he has fulfilled
for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm:
"'You are my Son; today I have become your Father.' 34The fact that God
raised him from the dead, never to decay, is stated in these words: "'I will give
you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.' 35So it is stated
elsewhere: "'You will not let your Holy One see decay.' 36"For when David had
served God's purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was buried
with his fathers and his body decayed. 37But the one whom God raised from
the dead did not see decay.
As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days
he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3explaining and proving that the
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Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to
you is the Christ," he said.
Act 17:18
A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to dispute with him. Some
of them asked, "What is this babbler trying to say?" Others remarked, "He
seems to be advocating foreign gods." They said this because Paul was
preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.
Act 23:6
Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others
Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, "My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son
of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection of the
dead."
Act 26:22-23 But I have had God's help to this very day, and so I stand here and testify to
small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and
Moses said would happen- 23that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to
rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people and to the
Gentiles."
Rom 4:23-25 The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him (Abraham) alone,
24
but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness-for us who believe in
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25He was delivered over to
death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.
Rom 6:4-5
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too
may live a new life. 5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we
will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.
Rom 6:9
For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again;
death no longer has mastery over him.
Rom 7:4
So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you
might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that
we might bear fruit to God.
Rom 8:11
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his
Spirit, who lives in you.
Rom 8:34
Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died-more than that, who was
raised to life-is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.
Rom 14:9
For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the
Lord of both the dead and the living.
1Co 15:20-21 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. 21For since death came through a man, the resurrection of
the dead comes also through a man.
2Co 1:9
Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we
might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead.
2Co 5:15
And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves
but for him who died for them and was raised again.
Gal 1:1
Paul, an apostle-sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God
the Father, who raised him from the deadEph 1:19-20 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the
working of his mighty strength, 20which he exerted in Christ when he raised
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms,
Eph 2:6
And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus,
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Col 2:12

having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith
in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.
Col 3:1
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
1Th 1:10
and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead-Jesus,
who rescues us from the coming wrath.
2Ti 2:8
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is
my gospel,
Heb 13:20-21 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21equip
you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is
pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen.

Presented as proof
Act 17:31-32

Rom 1:1-4

1Co 6:14
2Co 4:14
1Th 4:13-14

1Pe 1:3

1Pe 1:21
1Pe 3:21

For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he
has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the
dead." 32When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them
sneered, but others said, "We want to hear you again on this subject."
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the
gospel of God- 2the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in
the Holy Scriptures 3regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a
descendant of David, 4and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared
with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus
Christ our Lord.
By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.
because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will
also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence.
Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to
grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 14We believe that Jesus died
and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who
have fallen asleep in him.
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy
he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead,
Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified
him, and so your faith and hope are in God.
and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also-not the removal of
dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves
you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

If it’s all a big lie
1Co 15:12-19 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some
of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13If there is no
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14And if Christ
has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15More than
that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified
about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in
fact the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has
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not been raised either. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile;
you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ
are lost. 19If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more
than all men.
1Co 15:29-32 Now if there is no resurrection, what will those do who are baptized for the
dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized for them?
30
And as for us, why do we endanger ourselves every hour? 31I die every dayI mean that, brothers-just as surely as I glory over you in Christ Jesus our
Lord. 32If I fought wild beasts in Ephesus for merely human reasons, what
have I gained? If the dead are not raised, "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow
we die."

The attempted cover-up
Jn 12:19
Mt 27:62-66

Mt 28:11-15

So the Pharisees said to one another, "See, this is getting us nowhere. Look
how the whole world has gone after him!" (The motivation)
The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the
Pharisees went to Pilate. 63"Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was
still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise again.' 64So give the
order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his
disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been
raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first." 65"Take
a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how."
66
So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and
posting the guard.
While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and
reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 12When the chief
priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the soldiers a
large sum of money, 13telling them, "You are to say, 'His disciples came during
the night and stole him away while we were asleep.' 14If this report gets to the
governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble." 15So the soldiers
took the money and did as they were instructed. And this story has been
widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.

The “million dollar” questions…
Jn 11:25-26

Act 26:8

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me
will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and believes in me will
never die. Do you believe this?"
Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?

…The “million dollar” answer…
Rom 10:9

That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

…What is your final answer?
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