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SALVATION! ! !
Salvation requires a true repentance brought about by godly sorrow due to
conviction of sin. We must turn to God! The road to salvation must pass
through repentance; and true repentance will absolutely and always lead
to salvation. Ultimately, it is an issue of will; we have to make a decision.
NOTE: See separate study entitled “God’s Salvation Plan.”

The call to repentance
Eze 14:6

"Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Repent!
Turn from your idols and renounce all your detestable practices!
Eze 18:30-32 "Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one according to his ways,
declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will
not be your downfall. 31Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get
a new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I take no
pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!
Isa 59:20
"The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent of their sins," declares
the LORD.
Act 13:24
Before the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and baptism to all the people
of Israel.
Act 19:4
Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe
in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus."
Mt 3:1-2
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea 2and saying,
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."
Mk 1:4
And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
Lk 3:3
He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins.
Mk 1:14-15
After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God. 15"The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and
believe the good news!"
Mt 4:17
From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
near."
Mk 6:12
They went out and preached that people should repent.
Lk 24:47
and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.
Act 17:30
In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people
everywhere to repent.
(Below: Differently; addressed to believers)
Rev 2:5
Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at
first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.
Rev 2:21-22 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 22So I will cast
her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer
intensely, unless they repent of her ways.
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Rev 3:3
Rev 3:19

Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if
you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will
come to you.
Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.

Granted and provided by God
Act 5:31
Act 11:18
2Ti 2:25

God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give
repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel.
When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, "So
then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life."
Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them
repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth,

Conviction of sin
Ps 51:4
Act 2:36-38

Act 16:27-30

1Jn 1:9-10
Pr 28:13

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you
are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.
"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ." 37When the people heard this, they were cut to the
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38Peter
replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and
was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul
shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!" 29The jailer called for lights, rushed in
and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30He then brought them out and asked, "Sirs,
what must I do to be saved?"
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a
liar and his word has no place in our lives.
He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces
them finds mercy.

Turning to God; away from sin, evil and wickedness
2Ch 7:14

if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek
my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and will heal their land.
Eze 18:27-28 But if a wicked man turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what
is just and right, he will save his life. 28Because he considers all the offenses he has
committed and turns away from them, he will surely live; he will not die.
Isa 55:7
Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the
LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
Act 3:19
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of
refreshing may come from the Lord,
Act 14:15b
We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the
living God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them.
Act 20:21
I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance
and have faith in our Lord Jesus.
Heb 3:12
See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away
from the living God.
2Ti 2:19
Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The
Lord knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord
must turn away from wickedness."
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Godly sorrow
2Co 7:10

Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but
worldly sorrow brings death.
(Heb 12:16-17 See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal
sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. 17Afterward, as you know, when he
wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. He could bring about no change of
mind, though he sought the blessing with tears. <an example of worldly sorrow - see
Gen 25:29-34; 27:30-41>)

True repentance
1Ki 8:47-48a

and if they have a change of heart in the land where they are held captive, and repent
and plead with you in the land of their conquerors and say, 'We have sinned, we have
done wrong, we have acted wickedly'; 48and if they turn back to you with all their heart
and soul …
Act 26:20b
I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their
deeds.
Mt 3:8
Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.
1Th 1:5-9
because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the
Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your
sake. 6You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you
welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7And so you became a
model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8The Lord's message rang out
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia-your faith in God has become known
everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9for they themselves
report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols
to serve the living and true God,
(Lk 18:9-14a To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on
everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10"Two men went up to the temple to pray,
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood up and prayed
about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like other men-robbers, evildoers,
adulterers-or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I
get.' 13"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven,
but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' 14"I tell you that this
man, rather than the other, went home justified before God.)

The road to salvation
2Co 7:9a
2Co 7:10
Lk 5:31-32
Act 11:18
2Pe 3:9
(Rom 2:4

yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led
you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended
Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but
worldly sorrow brings death.
Jesus answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32I have
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."
When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, "So
then, God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life."
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not
realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?)

We face a decision; it’s a choice of our will
Isa 1:18-20

"Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. "Though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be
like wool. 19If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the best from the land; 20but if
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you resist and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword." For the mouth of the LORD
has spoken.
2Co 2:14-16a But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and
through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him. 15For we are
to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are
perishing. 16To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life.
1Pe 2:6-8
For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious
cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 7Now to you
who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the
builders rejected has become the capstone," 8and, "A stone that causes men to
stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the
message-which is also what they were destined for.
Mt 7:13-14
"Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads
to destruction, and many enter through it. 14But small is the gate and narrow the road
that leads to life, and only a few find it.
Act 4:1-4
The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter
and John while they were speaking to the people. 2They were greatly disturbed
because the apostles were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the
resurrection of the dead. 3They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening,
they put them in jail until the next day. 4But many who heard the message believed,
and the number of men grew to about five thousand.
Hos 11:4-5
I led them with cords of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the yoke from their
neck and bent down to feed them. 5"Will they not return to Egypt and will not Assyria
rule over them because they refuse to repent?
Jer 5:3
O LORD, do not your eyes look for truth? You struck them, but they felt no pain; you
crushed them, but they refused correction. They made their faces harder than stone
and refused to repent.
Job 34:33a
Should God then reward you on your terms, when you refuse to repent?
Job 36:8-12 But if men are bound in chains, held fast by cords of affliction, 9he tells them what they
have done- that they have sinned arrogantly. 10He makes them listen to correction and
commands them to repent of their evil. 11If they obey and serve him, they will spend
the rest of their days in prosperity and their years in contentment. 12But if they do not
listen, they will perish by the sword and die without knowledge.
Lk 13:3b/5b
But unless you repent, you too will all perish.
2Th 2:10b
They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.
Rev 9:20
The rest of mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the
work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver,
bronze, stone and wood-idols that cannot see or hear or walk.
Rev 16:8-11 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was given power to
scorch people with fire. 9They were seared by the intense heat and they cursed the
name of God, who had control over these plagues, but they refused to repent and
glorify him. 10The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his
kingdom was plunged into darkness. Men gnawed their tongues in agony 11and cursed
the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, but they refused to repent
of what they had done.
2Ch 7:14
IF my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek
my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and will heal their land.
Jos 24:15
But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River,
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my
household, we will serve the LORD."
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1Ki 18:21
Act 7:39
Heb 12:25
Lk 16:27-31

Jn 5:46-47
Dt 30:19
Jn 5:40
Act 7:51
Act 7:57-58a
Act 14:2
Act 19:8-9a
Act 24:25
Act 28:24
Jn 1:11-12
Jn 3:19-21

Mt 6:24
Jam 4:4
Lk 12:51-53

Act 14:4

Elijah went before the people and said, "How long will you waver between two
opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him." But the
people said nothing.
"But our fathers refused to obey him. Instead, they rejected him and in their hearts
turned back to Egypt.
See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they
refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from
him who warns us from heaven?
"He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 28for I have
five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of
torment.' 29"Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to
them.' 30"'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them,
they will repent.' 31"He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets,
they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"
If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. 47But since you
do not believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?"
This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you
life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children
may live
yet you refuse to come to me to have life.
"You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your
fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit!
At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at
him, 58dragged him out of the city and began to stone him.
But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds
against the brothers.
Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing
persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9But some of them became obstinate; they
refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them.
As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix
was afraid and said, "That's enough for now! You may leave. When I find it
convenient, I will send for you.
Some were convinced by what he said, but others would not believe.
He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who
received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of GodThis is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of
light because their deeds were evil. 20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will
not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by
the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has
been done through God."
"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and
Money.
You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward
God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.
Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. 52From now
on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and
two against three. 53They will be divided, father against son and son against father,
mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law."
The people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews, others with the
apostles.
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Jn 7:43
Jn 9:16

Thus the people were divided because of Jesus.
Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the
Sabbath." But others asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" So they
were divided.
Jn 10:19-21 At these words the Jews were again divided. 20Many of them said, "He is demonpossessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?" 21But others said, "These are not the
sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?"
Jn 11:36-37 Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37But some of them said, "Could not he
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?"
Jn 11:45-48 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus
did, put their faith in him. 46But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them
what Jesus had done. 47Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of
the Sanhedrin. "What are we accomplishing?" they asked. "Here is this man
performing many miraculous signs. 48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe
in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation."
Jn 12:10-11 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11for on account of him many of
the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in him.
Jn 12:19
So the Pharisees said to one another, "See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the
whole world has gone after him!"
Jn 12:42-43 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of
the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the
synagogue; 43for they loved praise from men more than praise from God.
Mt 23:37
"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how
often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, but you were not willing.
Rom 10:18-21 But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: "Their voice has gone out into all the
earth, their words to the ends of the world." 19Again I ask: Did Israel not understand?
First, Moses says, "I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; I will make
you angry by a nation that has no understanding." 20And Isaiah boldly says, "I was
found by those who did not seek me; I revealed myself to those who did not ask for
me." 21But concerning Israel he says, "All day long I have held out my hands to a
disobedient and obstinate people."
Mt 21:32
For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did
not repent and believe him.
Mt 11:20
Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most of his miracles had been
performed, because they did not repent.
Jn 12:37
Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still
would not believe in him.
Heb 6:4-6
It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the
heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5who have tasted the goodness of
the word of God and the powers of the coming age, 6if they fall away, to be brought
back to repentance, because to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over
again and subjecting him to public disgrace.

The sad epilogue
Mt 22:3

He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to
come, but they refused to come.
Lk 14:17-18a At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited,
'Come, for everything is now ready.' 18"But they all alike began to make excuses.
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